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Upcoming
community events
Sunday

Monday
15

16
*Final date to drop a course
without penalty
*Deadline For Engenius
Solutions’ Fall Design
Competition
*Quarterback Club
Luncheon, 11:45 a.m.,
Chauncey’s
*Career Services’ ‘How to
Work the Career Fair’ Session, 5:30 p.m., PA Room

17
*Career Services’ ‘How to
Work the Career Fair’ Session, 3:30 p.m., PA Room
*German Movie Night,
“Nosferatu/Dr. Caligari”,
6:30 p.m., A-202/A-220
*Baptist Collegiate Ministries’ Tuesday Night
Together, 7:00 p.m., BCM
House

Friday

Saturday

October 13

14

20

21

*Fall Break

Thursday

Wednesday

Tuesday
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18
*Chemistry Seminar, Kermit Murray of Louisiana
State University, 11:45
a.m., G-315

19
*Assessment & Learning
Forum, “Writing Effective Letters of Recommendations”, 4:20 p.m.,
O-157
*Duct Tape Art Program,
6:00 p.m., Kahn Rooms

6.50/hr

CORNERSTONE BIBLE
CHURCH

Work Study Position Available Now

65 Home Avenue
1 Block East of Kroger
232-3479

Rose Thorn Business Manager

~Manage important ﬁnances
~Work with billing/accts payable
~On-Campus Opportunity!
~Flexible Hours!

9:30 AM Sunday College
Bible Study
1 0 : 4 5 A M S u n d a y Wo r s h i p

thorn@rose-hulman.edu

Classiﬁeds
Renting 1-5 Bedrooms

Trail’s End Cafe 40
Menu features homeade cooking, desserts, and daily specials.
Close to campus. Dine in, carry out, or call ahead and we will
have your order ready. 6710 E. Wabash Ave. 877-4002.

Now renting 1-5 bedrooms. $310-$550. Some utilities included. No pets. Gibson Apartments, 234-4884.

Tutor Needed
North student needs pre-calculus tutor. 243-0230 or 2433911.

Beds Available
Beds $140. All new no ﬂip pillowtop set. 5 year warranty. Full
$140, Queen $160, King $230. 812-878-6604. Delivery available.

Efﬁciencies, Studios, 1 Bedrooms
Looking for your own space just a 5 minute walk to Rose?
Check out Sharp Flats East, located just east of Rose at 40 and
Hunt Road. We have efﬁciencies ($325 / month), studios ($375
/ month), and 1 bedrooms ($425 / month + electric). You’ll
love the convenience of our Trails End Cafe 40, laundry facilities, great maintenance, parking, and wireless. Call today at
812-877-1146 or check out our website www.sharpﬂats.com,
sharpﬂats@excite.com!

Editorial Staff
Editor-in-Chief
News Editor
Opinions Editor
Entertainment Editor
Entertainment Editor
Emeritus
Sports Editor
Humor Editor
Layout Manager
Copy Editor
Photo Editor

Lissa Avery
Ryan Schultz
Aaron Meles
Bill Waite
Mike Jones
Mike Ferguson
Gregory Weir
Andrea Brown
Bill Waite
Ken Meyer

Administrative Staff
Advertising Manager
Asst. Advertising Mgr.
Business Manager
Webmaster
Advisor

Richard Ballard
Tyler Price
OPEN
Jonathan Ziebell
Richard House

Sharp Flats, 5th Street

Available now — 3 bedroom at 700 S. 5th Street. Call for more
info. 812-877-1146. www.sharpﬂats.com. sharpﬂats@excite.
com.

Large house for rent
Very nice, large house for rent to Rose students 10-15 minutes
from campus. 2 bedrooms plus full bath upstairs. 2 bedrooms plus full bath downstairs. Large kitchen, DR, LR with
ﬁreplace. Large rec room, attached 2 car garage. Washer and
dryer. $250/ student plus utilities. Landlord pays water and
sewer. Ext 8317 or 240-4774
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Writers Jon Ogilvie
Philip Becker
Alvin Anassi
Jessica Rogers
Fred Webber
Jim Sedoff
David Chen
Phillip Meiser
Matthew Melton
“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed
Kyle Kamischke
by providing an accurate and
Tiffany Parrott

CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.
Terre Haute, IN 47803-3999
Phone:(812)877-8255
Fax: (812)877-8166
E-mail: thorn@rose-hulman.edu
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dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays
ﬁrst through ninth week each quarter.

Chris Casillas
James Zhou
Robert Prescott
Andrew Klusman

Cartoonist Erin Hudson
Luke Plummer
Photographer
Christina Davis
Joseph Barlan
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Albert Mui

The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers. We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. TWO DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Ofﬁce (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors. The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
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Recycled garbage
Ryan Schultz
News Editor

The little foldy things in the
ARA proclaimed that Recycled
Percussion had revolutionized the rock scene by making
so-called “junk rock” a useable
term in the highest music circles.
Personally, I don’t know who
they’re kidding. Nobody in any
circle, independent of topic,
would consider what I witnessed
Saturday evening as even resembling music.
So, I guess the term ﬁts. “Junk
rock” is junk.
Recycled Percussion is made
up of four members, three percussionists (each
with their own
individual
talents) and a DJ,
responsible for
providing some
sort of pitch to
the
ceaseless
cacophony
of
drumming. The
group
opened
the concert by
saying that we in
the audience should be prepared
to be “punched in the face” by the
music. I suppose I should have
ducked.
For more than an hour, the
three drummers basically banged
on upside down Rubbermaid
buckets of various sizes. Wow.
I remember doing that when I
was like, oh, seven. But, but, but,
these guys had drumsticks, so
they must be pros. Yeah right.

(And they miked each “drum,” so
it was fed through their woofers
ﬁrst before it slammed into the
audience...classy.)
Sometimes, the group seemed
to just be trying to make as much
noise in as small a space as possible, even resorting to using a
jackhammer. I’m betting my ears
aged at least four years in just
an hour. The concert was more
painful than the F-16 kicking in
full afterburner 100 yards from
my face at the Terre Haute Air
Fair a couple of weekends ago.
And the F-16 was way cooler.
Recycled Percussion’s “songs”
consisted of the same beat
(think, the beat that everybody,
and I mean everybody, beats
out on their desk
at one point in
their life) with
each band member interspersing some slight
variation...barely perceptible to
an ear untrained
in
rudiments.
Oh oh! Did you
hear that song?!
Wow! That time,
the DJ went “dum dum wikywah” instead of “dum dum diddly-dum!” Seriously, the “songs”
were separated by differences
that small. In fact, when one of
the “musicians” asked the audience if they wanted to hear another song, I actually thought to
myself, “You mean they’ve been
playing songs?”
However, there were bright
spots in the concert. Occasion-

The concert was
more painful
than an F-16
kicking in full
afterburner 100
yards from my
face.

knoxnews.com

Members of Recycled Percussion pose with some of their instruments. During shows, band members
use these instruments to “punch [audience members] in the face” with music.
ally, Recycled Percussion gave
our ears a break and let each of
the individual band members
show off their individual talents.
These segments, although short,
were the best part of the night...
and they were just OK. I seriously
considered walking out.
Fact is, Recycled Percussion
doesn’t bring anything new to
the table. They are not a rock
group, because they have no music. They are not a noteworthy
percussion ensemble because
they have no originality. They’re
not entertaining because basically they just randomly hit stuff
with sticks and their show is too

damn loud — painfully loud.
And really, they’re not the drumming gods that they proclaim
themselves to be.
Fact is, the “music” they played
was nothing special; I’ve heard
far better, more accurate, and
far more precise drumming from
high school drumlines. Not only
are those band kids better than
the so-called “best in the world”
drummers of Recycled Percussion, but they’re also hauling it
across a football ﬁeld and playing music.
At the end of the concert, the
band paid homage to some of
the greatest rockers of all time

(bands like Metallica and Green
Day). However, their homage
was more like an epitaph. Between their incoherent banging
and the over-amped originals,
it was the perfect recipe for an
instant headache. I seriously
wondered half-way through the
montage if they were legitimately trying to ruin the classics that
they were smashing into tiny
bits.
Disappointment doesn’t even
begin to describe my dissatisfaction with “Recycled Percussion.”
Now, if you’ll excuse me, I have
to stop the bleeding from my
ears.

Borat travels the
world, one random
interaction at a time
Tim Goessling
Daily Orange (Syracuse)
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Borat is hands down one of the
most hilarious movies I have ever
seen. In this type of movie the
laughter was so frequent and so
potent I was worried I was going
to stop breathing. People are saying this ﬁlm gives Kazakhstan a
bad image; I say, honestly, who
cares? Most of the people who
see this movie should be smart
enough to realize there is a difference between the portrayal in
the ﬁlm and what the country is
really like.
Borat is a ﬁctional Kazakh journalist played by British comedian
Sacha Baron Cohen. The ﬁlm is
a simple story about how Borat
discovers true love with Pamela
Anderson after being sent to
America by his native country.
After learning she lives in California, he sets off an epic journey to
marry her and “make cosmic love
explosion on her chest.”
The ﬁlm has two components:
the story and the segments.
Both coincide with each other,
but function as separate entities. The story parts are scripted
sequences about Borat and his
traveling companion Azamat.
The other components are the
segments, unscripted interactions that Borat has with people
who do not know he is a comedian in disguise. The sequences

contain some of the most hilarious, shocking and offensive material I have ever seen.
The way Borat interacts with
random people is what makes it
hilarious. He is extremely awkward and uses the people’s kindness to get away with his shtick.
American people say things you
would not expect from them,
making the segments shocking,
but some comments made regarding homosexuals, blacks and
women are despicable and not
humorous.
Borat works as a character because he is exposing the harsh
truths of America. A criticism of
the ﬁlm is that it is anti-Semitic.
In Tuesday’s Daily Orange column, Dave Arey quoted Borat’s
song “Throw the Jew down the
Well” as anti-Semitic. Sure, it’s
anti-Semitic, but it’s being sung
by a Jewish person to prove a
point. The point of that scene is
that the American audience in
Tuscon, Ariz., was loving the song
and cheering Borat on. People
worry about Kazakhstan getting
a bad image after the ﬁlm, but the
country with the worst image in
the ﬁlm is the United States.
I highly recommend this ﬁlm to
everyone because it will instigate
dialogue about where Americans
stand on issues regarding race,
sex and religion. And in case you
haven’t ﬁgured it out yet, as Borat
says, the ﬁlm, “It’s nicceeeeee.”
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Yellow House a long-term investment
Mike Jones
Entertainment Editor Emeritus
I’ve had a copy of Grizzly Bear’s
newest album Yellow House for
quite some time, and I’m glad
to have delayed my synopsis
until now. My opinion of the album has changed signiﬁcantly
over the last
month. At ﬁrst
I was attracted
to the haze of
ambiguity surrounding the
album, but that
didn’t convert
into a lot of
time in my stereo. I started to
fear that I had
picked up an album that, despite
my respect for the music, I just
didn’t really like all that much. I
admit to nearly giving up on this
album.
Looking back now, I understand why I felt that way. Yellow
House is difﬁcult to grasp at ﬁrst.
There’s no one song on the record
that clearly deﬁnes the band’s
sound, and no moment that
struck me as that place where
you just “get it.” I would even go
as far as to say that most of Yellow
House seems forgettable at ﬁrst
– one long, redundant piece of
music without songs that really
stick to you. By adding patience
and reserve in their songwriting,

Grizzly Bear do make things hard
on the listener.
Vocalist Edward Droste doesn’t
make things easier either. For the
most part, he’s difﬁcult to understand. About the only thing
he deﬁnitely says in “Lullaby”
is “chin up, cheer up”, which is
repeated about 30 times over
the last three
minutes. Even
if you can understand him,
there’s never a
clear meaning
in this collection of songs.
Consider “The
Knife”, which
has about six
lines total making up its lyrics. Not really enough
to put together what Droste is
singing about.
While lyricism might not be
their forte, Grizzly Bear are masters of texture. Droste’s vocals
mesh nicely with the many instruments that make their way
into Yellow House. Various strings
and brass compliment the lo-ﬁ
arrangements of the more typical instruments: acoustic and
electric guitar, bass, drums.
Background vocals complete the
mood of the album. These reverb-clouded voices make their
way into each song, and add to a
general feel of melancholy without saying a word.

Yellow House
sounds like a
lo-ﬁ record
that’s been
promoted to the
big leagues.

Michael Passman
Michigan Daily (U. Michigan)
It’s no secret that on a daily
basis the Pentagon carries out
a variety of high-priority operations even Geraldo isn’t privy to.
So naturally, the general public
has always longed to know “who
gets the president ice when the
supply at his cocktail party is
running low?” Well, Rumsfeld
and Condi aren’t qualiﬁed for
that sort of thing, and Mehlman
and Rove have global domination on the mind, so there’s only
one team ﬁt for the job: The disﬁgured six of Comedy Central’s
latest post-”South Park” cartoon,
“Freak Show.”
Birthed from the eccentric
minds of David Cross (“Arrested
Development”) and H. Jon Benjamin (“Dr. Katz, Professional Therapist”), “Freak Show” follows the
government’s most useless topsecret resource, the Freak Squad.
Consisting of Siamese twins with
the superpower of separating
(Cross and Benjamin), a bearded
clam-woman (Janeane Garofalo, “Dogma”), The World’s Tallest Nebraskan (Brian Stack, “TV
Funhouse”), a premature baby
(Cross) and, of course, a gay Republican (Jon Glaser, “Late Night
with Conan O’Brien”), the Freak
Squad is a sideshow attraction
by day doubling as a sideshow
attraction that fails to complete
menial tasks by night.
While the Freak Squad’s superpowers may be limited to projectile vomiting and transforming
from an upstanding Log Cabin
Republican into a gay dominatrix of sorts known as the “Burly
Bear,” the squad does possess an
almost Captain Planet-like ability

to combine into one superfreak.
Whether it’s a giant male model
or Princess Diana, the superfreak
has the power to wreak havoc
upon evildoers and eventually
accomplish yet another faux mission.
And if the premise of handicapped superheroes and trivial
government operations wasn’t
evidence of David Cross’s inﬂuence on the show, then it will
likely be apparent minutes in,
as the humor regresses into a lot
of stupid people doing stupid
things, though, the show isn’t
necessarily dumb. It’s particular
comedic style is in fact largely satirical -- although it won’t be confused with a Christopher Guest
ﬁlm. There’s generous amounts
of physical comedy, too, which
should be no surprise considering that the show is based on a
gang of freak superheroes.
Fans of Cross’s previous work
will likely appreciate this particular brand of absurd comedy, but
it’s really more of a niche program than anything else. With its
subdued animation and slightly
off sense of humor, “Adult Swim”
on Cartoon Network would be
a more logical ﬁt than Comedy
Central -- especially when compared to the original material the
network usually airs.
“Freak Show” may not suit an
audience accustomed to following “South Park,” but all indications point to this being for the
better. With the exception of the
shameful waste of time that is
“Drawn Together,” the network
has failed to ﬁnd a show with any
staying power to air after “South
Park” -- but maybe a vomiting
premature baby was just what
they needed all along.

What really makes Yellow
House work is Grizzly Bear’s
commitment to their sound. It
allows them to get through the
whole record without anything
resembling a single. Yellow House
knows its place. It’s slow, difﬁcult, and ambiguous. It’s written
for one speciﬁc mood. If you’re
in the right state of mind, it will
be an extremely enjoyable listen.
The ﬂipside is that you’ll always
know when the time is not right

for it.
For the reasons mentioned
above, it’s hard to pick one song
to recommend. If I had to chose,
I would suggest “Knife”. With
vocals vaguely resembling the
Beach Boys, it will probably feel
more familiar than most of Yellow House. It also showcases
Grizzly Bear’s ability to add appealing layers of vocals to create
something striking.
Yellow House sounds like a lo-

ﬁ record that’s been promoted to
the big leagues. There still exist
those elements of vagueness, ambition, and non-production that
deﬁnes many great lo-ﬁ records.
However, each song eventually
blossoms into something more.
It’s a challenge, but it does offer
returns for devoted listeners. It’s
not a perfect album – not even a
great one – but Yellow House ﬁnds
Grizzly Bear not writing songs,
but a frame of mind.

Marty Scorsese doesn’t Depart
from gangster path
Jacob Worrel
Tufts Daily (Tufts U.)
Martin Scorsese is no ﬁrst-timer when it comes to portraying
the underground world of organized crime on ﬁlm. In “Goodfellas” (1990) and “Casino” (1995),
Scorsese depicted the Maﬁa in
the streets of New York City and
the casinos of Las Vegas.
This time around, the back alleys and bars not too far from Tufts
University’s pristine niche here in
Medford, Mass., serve as the backdrop for the acclaimed director’s
newest offering, “The Departed.”
The movie delves into the history
of Boston’s gangland from Southie
to Somerville, revealing a side of
the city that few movies have been
able to capture on screen.
The story follows two rookie police ofﬁcers, Billy Costigan (Leonardo DiCaprio) and Colin Sullivan
(Matt Damon), whose lives intertwine through their relations to
Frank Costello (Jack Nicholson), a
boss in the Irish mob. After graduating from the police academy,
Costigan’s ﬁrst assignment is to inﬁltrate the mob in order to bring down
Costello’s criminal organization.
Meanwhile, Colin Sullivan is

Extra Large
One-Topping

999

Campus Only

promoted to the police department’s Special Investigation Unit,
where he secretly serves as Costello’s inside man. As both sides become aware of a mole within their
respective organizations, Costigan and Sullivan struggle to expose each other before they end
up dead or in jail.
Although “The Departed” is a
remake of the 2002 Hong Kong
ﬁlm “Internal Affairs,” Scorsese
succeeds at reinventing the story
by adapting it to the streets of
Boston. Sticking to the same basic plotline, the two ﬁlms differ
because of the deﬁning role that
the new setting plays on the progression of the story and the development of its characters.
Scorsese uses the city in which
the story takes place to add to the
aesthetic of the ﬁlm. He unravels the underground aspects of
the city by bringing the camera
into the Irish bars where Costello
and his crew congregate. Even
the soundtrack has a strong Boston ring to it, with songs by local
boys, the Dropkick Murphys.
Scorsese’s excellent cast delivers top-notch performances. Put
another feather in Leonardo DiCaprio’s cap; this is his third suc-

1234 WABASH AVE.
Store Hours...
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am

232-PAPA

cessive role paired with Scorsese
and follows his notable 2005 Oscar
nomination for “The Aviator.” This
former teen-magazine favorite is
proving that he’s more than the
proverbial pretty face with his increasingly impressive acting skills.
Jack Nicholson is also exceptional as the emblematic villain,
Frank Costello. His coarse dialogue is often vulgar, but witty as
well. Nicholson’s intense acting
echoes Daniel Day-Lewis’ outstanding performance as The
Butcher in Scorsese’s “Gangs of
New York” (2002).
Matt Damon, Mark Wahlberg
and Martin Sheen round out the
cast playing ofﬁcers in the Special
Investigations Unit. Matt Damon’s
antagonistic character, Colin Sullivan, partly drives the theme of
betrayal throughout the thriller.
The editing of the ﬁlm brilliantly
keeps the suspense alive between
Damon and DiCaprio.
Scorsese has been nominated
ﬁve times for the Best Director Oscar, but has never taken a statue
home. If he gets nominated again
this year, it’s hard to tell whether
or not he’ll ﬁnally get the Academy’s recognition as one of the
world’s best moviemakers.
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“Freak Show” takes a shot
at center stage

www.students.ch

Grizzly Bear’s second album, Yellow House, is ambiguous and difﬁcult to listen to. But if you’re in the
right mood, you will enjoy it — and you will always know when the time is not right.
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On the effectiveness of sanctions
Hereʼs
your new
opinion
Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor

Late Sunday, North Korea issued an announcement that it
had conducted a successful nuclear weapons test. Unlike the
many other times that North
Korea has bragged about its
military strength and abilities,
this time, every nation on the
United Nations Security Council (including China, the North’s
biggest supporter) quickly denounced it as a dangerous act
that could destabilize the entire
region.
Theoretically, with such unilateral international support
against the country, it should
be easy to levy the full force of
the U.N. to resolve the situation and disarm North Korea’s
nuclear program. Realistically,
however, I believe that this sit-

uation will expose the ineffectiveness of the economic sanctions that are often the U.N.’s
favorite punishment for misbehaving countries like North
Korea.
With the support of China
and Russia, the U.N. Security
Council will most likely be able
to quickly create a resolution to
enact a tough set of additional
sanctions and frozen assets on
North Korea, a punishment that
most of the foremost leaders on
the Council and in the region
seem to be pushing for right
now.
However, no matter how
much trade the international
community cuts off from North
Korea, it will not force them to
disarm. Let’s refer back to one
of my favorite historical examples:
At the beginning of the 19th
century, during the Presidency
of Thomas Jefferson, the Napoleonic Wars were being fought
in Europe. Because the U.S. was
trading with both France and
Great Britain at the time and
the British had won control of
the sea, they decided to start
taking American trading ves-

sels as prizes, reasoning that we
were supplying the enemy, and
therefore deserved to lose our
ships.
The U.S. had no navy to guard
our trading vessels (because Jefferson had decommissioned our
frigates in favor of small gunboats that could barely
sail out of a harbor),
but Jefferson the
idealist decided that a military presence wasn’t
necessary
to defend
our trade;
democratic
states fought
using sanctions,
not guns.
So Jefferson issued
an embargo on trade with
both France and Britain, hoping
to starve both of them out until they realized how much they
needed America’s supply shipments and crawled back and
apologized. Unfortunately, neither did, and our food exports
rotted on the docks and the trade
freeze destroyed the American
economy.

Cruel, unusual, and unethical
Andrea Laidman
The Observer (Notre Dame)
U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Harry Blackmun, in his famous
dissenting opinion of February 1994, expressed dismay over
capital punishment in America’s
judicial system. “From this day
forward,” Blackmun wrote, “I
no longer shall tinker with the
machinery of death.” Almost 20
years after the 1976 reinstatement of the death penalty in the
U.S., Blackmun believed he was
“morally and intellectually obligated simply to concede that the
death penalty experiment has
failed.”
Yet 12 years later, as “the death
penalty experiment” continues
to prove a procedural and legal
nightmare, Justice Blackmun’s
reference to capital punishment
as the “machinery of death” has
become literal.
In April of this year, the execution of North Carolina inmate
Willie Brown was monitored by
machinery alone, with no supervision of assigned medical
personnel - a method of killing
illegal to administer to dogs in all
but two states.
While 48 states maintain a veterinarian must
be present at the
euthanizing of
an animal, a federal judge ruled
that in North
Carolina a man
could be killed
by lethal injection under the
watch of a brain
wave monitor.
Both the manufacturer of the
monitoring device and the
American Society of Anesthesiologists protested the use of the
device as a stand-alone means,
insisting that its purpose was to
assist anesthesia professionals
rather than replace them.
The debate is complicated by
the reason for the absence of
medical ofﬁcials at executions.
Medical codes of ethics, under

the American Medical Association, prohibit doctors and other
health professionals from participating in executions - a position
that makes a statement about
morality and the death penalty.
The ethics of medical participation in executions reveals
one of the many complexities
of capital punishment in the
U.S. In an effort to maintain
ethics within the legal system,
judges are increasingly calling
for medical personnel to supervise executions. However, with
medical ethics in mind, doctors
and anesthesiologists assert that
physicians are healers, not executioners, and therefore cannot
participate in the administration
of lethal drugs.
If states, like North Carolina,
feel they must purchase devices
to carry out the death sentences
of their inmates, can this punishment be considered ethical and
humane? Medical codes of ethics aside, I believe that the reluctance of a state or a judge to employ any human being in taking
the life of another person reveals
the inherent aversion to killing
that has been present as long as
capital punishment itself.
In recent months, states are
stalling
and
abandoning executions due to a
ﬂood of lawsuits
framing
lethal
injection, especially without a
medical practitioner present, as
a violation of the
rights of a U.S.
citizen. The execution of Joseph
Clark in Ohio
in May demonstrates some of
the issues surrounding lethal injection that are currently being
examined. Prison technicians
had trouble ﬁnding a suitable
vein through which to administer lethal chemicals to Clark. After multiple attempts, the lethal
dose began, but minutes later
Clark raised his head and said,
“It’s not working.” Another vein

We currently live
in a nation that
provides more
humane treatment to dogs
than to citizen
imprisoned on
death row.

was painstakingly located, and
drugs administered, in an execution that lasted almost 90 minutes in all.
As residents of the United
States, we currently live in a nation that provides more humane
treatment to dogs than to citizens imprisoned on death row,
despite our position as a leader
of international progress and
justice. In August, the United
Nations Human Rights Committee issued a report recommending that the United States
impose a moratorium on executions. While this UN statement
bears no penalty or enforcement
beyond international scrutiny, it
does raise the 1966 International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights as a document long endorsed by the United States. The
United States’ 1992 ratiﬁcation
of the treaty (a hard-law update
of the 1948 Universal Declaration on Human Rights) included
a number of reservations - notably, provisions on the death
penalty.
Similar to the ever-increasing
presence of domestic campaigns
against the death penalty, the
U.N.’s recommendation can do
little more than appeal to lawmakers and judges and request a
closer examination of the procedural ﬂaws and injustices of capital punishment - an evaluation
that can only fully be achieved
through a moratorium.
The current ironic reality is
that it requires outrageous mistakes and questionable rulings
(such as the prolonged execution of Clark or the debate over
Brown’s
machine-monitored
death) to bring the institutional
injustices and problems of capital punishment in America under scrutiny.
In working towards a moratorium in the state of Indiana, we
can prevent additional, unnecessary injustices from occurring,
and utilize already existing and
sufﬁcient evidence and research
to conﬁrm Judge Blackmun’s 12year-old stance that the death
penalty has failed in the United
States.

Now, back to the present. I’m
not implying the world economy
will be destroyed by not trading
with North Korea. On the contrary,
I don’t believe anyone’s economy
will be destroyed, including North
Korea’s. They already receive all
of their food from international
aid shipments, which
wouldn’t be cut
off by sanctions, and
whatever
else Kim
Jong
Il
might desire could
probably
be manufactured at
home.
U.N.
sanctions won’t cut off
his supply of ﬁssile material for nuclear bombs either. He
couldn’t have gotten it through
legitimate means to begin with.
In the end, I’m not sure what
sanctions could really do to slow
North Korea’s nuclear program
down.
I don’t want to say that a military campaign would be the
right solution to the problem

either – the last time we got
bogged down in a war on the
Korean Peninsula, we barely got
away with a cease ﬁre, plus our
country can’t handle another
war right now.
It looks like there is no easy
answer for this situation. However, I do believe that the U.N.
will open its efforts to punish
North Korea with sanctions that
will be executed by every major
country in the world, meaning
that they will be as potent as
any set of sanctions could possibly be.
And like the Embargo Act created by Thomas Jefferson 200
years ago, the sanctions will fail
to produce any desired result.
And when they do, the U.N.’s
number one play in its playbook
will be proven useless, even when
every nation possible is supporting them. At that time, U.N. will
have some major rethinking to
do about how it will approach
dangerous nations in the future,
and meanwhile, North Korea
will continue to pursue nuclear
weapons.
(Image courtesy of www.britishcouncil.org)

California
cheeseheads?
Andrew Klusman
Staff Writer
On September 30, the New
York Times ran an article titled
“Wisconsin’s Crown of Cheese
Is Within California’s Reach.”
My reaction to this article?
That’s garbage. California will
never overtake my state’s crown
as the King of Cheese.
According to the New York
Times, we made 2.4 billion
pounds of cheese, whereas
California
produced
2.14
billion pounds.
Following
California’s trends over past
years, they are set to overtake
us as early as next year. But,
as any Wisconsinite will tell
you, it’s not about numbers
in production, it’s numbers
in satisfaction. Anyone can
crank out more of a product,
but sacriﬁce quality (General
Motors…), but when it comes
to quality, go to the time-perfected styles of Swiss and German immigrants that came to
Wisconsin.
Besides, does UCLA have the

earliest cheese-making education program? Nope, that
belongs to the University of
Wisconsin. Do they have the
nation’s only “Master Cheesemaker” certiﬁcation? Nope.
Wisconsin owns that.
Their people also don’t walk
around in public with foam
cheese wedges on their heads.
How can you take Californians
seriously in cheese production? Also, you can’t deep fry
avocados and like it, but you
can deep fry cheese, and still
like it.
Some things are just known
as Wisconsin products. Brats
(the longer name being bratwurst as any Wisconsinite can
tell you), cheese, milk (yes, our
milk is still better than California’s), Friday ﬁsh fries, frozen
custard (anyone that has not
experienced Culver’s has not
lived life), and beer. As Jerry
Apps, author of “Cheese: The
Making of a Wisconsin Tradition” opens his book, “Say
cheese and you say Wisconsin.”

Letter to the Editor

It was impressive to see how
many people attended the Homecoming game on Saturday, but
there was something intrinsically
missing. It might not have been
obvious to the casual listener, but
the school ﬁght song was incomplete.
The pep band does an excellent
job at the instrumental section,
to be sure. However, when you
look across the crowd and very
few people are mouthing or singing the words to it (most of them
past graduates), it reﬂects badly
on the school. We are the number one undergraduate school in
the nation for engineering, but
we are too lazy or unmotivated to
learn a simple ﬁght song.
You can ﬁnd a recording at
http://www.rosehulman.edu/
Users/groups/Chorus/down-

load/FightSong.mp3 At the next
home football game (October 28)
let’s show that we truly are number one in more ways than academics; let’s show that we have
ample school spirit as well.
Timothy Olmsted
Engineering Physics
Class of 2009

Verbosity
welcome!
Brevity
appreciated!
email: opinions@
rose-hulman.edu
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Cards head to third- Engineers’ homecoming
straight NLCS
effort falls short
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Christina Davis
Staff Photographer
The St. Louis Cardinals began
Game 3 last Saturday leading the
National League Division Series
against the San Diego Padres 2-0
against but were unable to ﬁnish
off the sweep.
Things started off rocky as
Cardinals’ left ﬁelder Chris Duncan missed a routine ﬂy ball for
a two-base error. The Cardinals’
starter, Jeff Suppan, was assisted
by a remarkable play from Albert
Pujols to get a ﬁelder’s choice at
home. Suppan was also aided by
catcher Yadier Molina with his
pickoff play to ﬁrst base to get
Padres’ catcher Mike Piazza. Suppan continued the game by dodging runs from a one-out double in
the second and a leadoff single in
the third. It was during the fourth
inning, however, that the Padres
struck when Russell Branyan hit

a two-run double that delivered
the winning runs.
The Cardinals’ offense was
weak against the brilliant Padres
starter, Chris Young. The Cardinals came close to scoring against
Young in the bottom of the sixth
inning as the top of the line came
up with one out. Eckstein singled
and Duncan walked, bringing
Pujols up to the plate but unfortunately, Pujols stuck out. Next to
bat was Jim Edmonds who ﬂew
out, nearly missing a home run.
The only run put up by the Cardinals was on a homerun by pinchhitter So Taguchi in the bottom of
the eighth inning.
The ﬁnal score of Game 3 was
3-1 in favor of the Padres but
the St. Louis Cardinals, despite a
shaky Game 3, defeated the Padres in Game 4 by a score of 6-2
to advance to their 3rd straight
National League Championship
Series.

Christina Davis / Rose Thorn

The San Diego Padres avoided the sweep in St. Louis but the Cardinals defeated them in Game Four.

Men’s soccer moves
into top spot in HCAC
Rose Hulman News

Sophomore Trevor Miller
scored his third goal of the seaThe men’s soccer team moved son in the 86th minute to give
into ﬁrst place in the Heartland Rose-Hulman an insurance goal,
Collegiate Athletic Conference on a pass from senior Eric Hoilstandings with a 2-1 victory over and.
Anderson closed within 2-1 at
Anderson University on Wednesday at the Engineer Intramural the 87:47 mark on a goal by James
Kempson, with
Field.
an assist credThe
Engineers improved
ited to Manny
to 9-2-1 on the
Kartzat.
The
season
and
Engineers out3-1 in HCAC
shot Anderson
play with the
17-10 overall,
victory. Rosewith
senior
Hulman
has
David
McIla three-point
waine ﬁring a
lead in the
match-high six
conference
shots.
standings and
A pair of
holds a virtual
Rose-Hulman
half-game lead
goalkeepers
on Anderson,
combined on
Deﬁance and
the win in net.
Rose Hulman News
Transylvania,
Junior
Trey
Keegan Gumbs scored the openwho are each
Buck recorded
ing goal in the Engineers’ victory
2-1.
a career reover Anderson.
J u n i o r
cord two saves
Keegan Gumbs
in the ﬁrst
put the Engineers on the board 18 minutes, before sophomore
at the 20:18 mark on a header Isaac Heyveld earned his ﬁrst
in front of the net, courtesy of a win of the season in goal with
pass from senior Chris Banner. three saves.
Gumbs scored his ﬁrst goal of
The Engineers stand 9-2-1
the season with the ﬁnish, while overall and return to action on
Banner recorded his fourth as- this Thursday at 6 p.m. in a match
sist.
at Asbury College.

Rose Hulman News

les-for-loss. Junior Alex Dimoff
and senior Drew Lopshire added
Deﬁance College remained eight stops each for Rose-Hulatop the Heartland Collegiate man.
Athletic Conference standings
Deﬁance jumped out to a 3-0
with a narrow 13-10 victory over lead on a 22-yard ﬁeld goal by seRose-Hulman Institute of Tech- nior Dan Brown with 8:09 left in
nology in the Engineer 2006 the ﬁrst quarter. The Yellow JackHomecoming Game on Saturday ets took advantage of a fumble
at Cook Stadium.
recovery on the Engineer 12-yard
Deﬁance quarterback Joey line to gain ﬁeld position for the
Higgins ﬁnished 17 of 31 for 127 score.
yards through the air to lead the
Rose-Hulman took a 7-3 lead
Deﬁance offense. Gary Allen with 3:08 left in the second quaradded a 90-yard kickoff return ter on a two-yard scoring run
by
sophofor the team’s
more Bryan
lone
touchWong.
The
down.
run
capped
For Rosean eight-play,
Hu l m a n ,
83-yard drive
freshman
that featured
Derek
Eitel
a 32-yard pass
completed 19
from Eitel to
of 40 passes
sophomore
for 229 yards.
Tim Schrock
Senior Ryan
and a 16Robinson (80
yard strike to
yards)
and
Meade.
sophomore
Defiance
Justin Meade
regained the
(79 yards) led
lead with Althe receiving
Rose Hulman News len’s 90-yard
corps
with
seven recep- Tim Wilson chases down Deﬁance kickoff return
quarterback Joey Higgins.
on the ensutions each.
Defensively,
ing kickoff to
junior Austin Hastings led the earn a 10-7 advantage with 2:48
Engineer defensive effort with 13 left in the opening half.
Rose-Hulman knotted the
tackles, including nine solo efforts and a game-high ﬁve tack- score at 10-10 on a 24-yard ﬁeld

goal by junior Jeremy Sharp . The
15-play drive was highlighted by
a 14-yard run by senior Mike Alto
on a fake punt and a 20-yard pass
from Eitel to Meade.
Deﬁance took the lead for
good at 13-10 on a 36-yard ﬁeld
goal by Brown with 9:45 remaining. The Engineers reached the
Deﬁance 26-yard line on one
drive and the Yellow Jacket 48yard line on a second drive, but
could not knot the score down
the stretch.
Deﬁance improved to 4-1 on
the season and 2-0 in HCAC play,
while Rose-Hulman dropped
to 3-3 and 0-3 in league games.
The Engineers travel to Bluffton
University next Saturday at 1:30
p.m.

Rose Hulman News

Derek Eitel ﬁnished 19-40 for
229 yards in the narrow loss.

Real Projects. Outstanding Students.
Innovative Solutions.
Rose-Hulman Ventures means working on real
projects for technology-based companies. Multidisciplinary teams of students work in paid
internship positions under the direction of fulltime professional project engineers, assisting
technology-driven businesses in the design,
prototyping and testing of products and services.
That means hands-on projects with companies
where outcomes are educational to students and
value-added to companies.
We offer over 300 internships each year to
students, freshman through senior, in most major
disciplines. Students work around class schedules
and extracurricular activities during the academic
year and full time during the summer.

Visit us at the
Career Fair
October 18th
Rose-Hulman Ventures, a program
of Rose-Hulman, located at the south
campus on US 46, accepts applications
throughout the academic year at
www.rhventures.org/students.htm
or 244-4000.

Get engineering experience
while you’re a student.
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Hey, at least I didn’t have work tonight.

This Day in History

In 1881, Charles Darwin publishes The Formation of Vegetable Mold Through the Action
of Worms, which he considers
a more important work than
that other big book he wrote.
Seriously. Look it up.

In Addition

Seriously, folks. If you’re a
major politician caught in a sex
scandal, pick a good story and
stick to it. Don’t go changing
your story willy-nilly, throwing
plausible deniability to the
wind. This is simple stuff.

Hostetler disappears in exciting catastrophe
Ken Meyer
Photo Editor

The election process for Indiana’s 8th District representative
has become dramatically simpler
since incumbent John Hostetler
dropped out of the race on Monday. More speciﬁcally, Congressman Hostetler dropped into a
parallel universe while attending a press conference at RoseHulman’s ultra-short pulsed laser
lab, and leading scientists doubt
that he will be able to return in
time for the November elections.
Eyewitnesses (including news
teams, Rose-Hulman administrators, and anonymous Navy ofﬁcials) reported that although the
laser was safely turned off, the
safety procedures had not been
designed to accommodate a bureaucratic cascade failure. “The
lab was designed for nerds doing real scientiﬁc research!” protested senior scientist Ted Duncan as he rushed around with a
screwdriver, poking randomly

into the air to test for further rifts
in the space-time continuum.
“We designed the room to allow
for considerable administrative
leeway, but with the added political component, a tear was inevitable!”
Later, students connected
to the research project admitted that they knew that such an
event was possible, but when
calculating bureaucratic tolerances, somebody had misplaced
a decimal point in Maple. “We
inputted John Hostetler’s political clout as 35.22 when it should
have been 3,522.” confessed one
student who wished to remain
anonymous. He added, “They
spend so much time teaching us
calculus! If we had more classes
that focused on addition and
decimals, we wouldn’t make this
sort of brainfart!” [Ed: “Brainfart”
is a very technical engineering
term.]
The disappearance of Congressman Hostetler was not negative for all, however. Dr. Mitch

Top ten things to do over break
Matthew Melton
Staff Writer

10. Road-trip to Los Alamos or Stanford’s Particle Accelerator! Yes!!!
9. Remind your friends that you’re still cool even though you go to
Rose by... you know, doing cool things… like Vector Calculus…
8. Go a whole day without doing any homework. Then, spend three
days catching up on homework for the one day you didn’t do any.
7. Rewrite Halo in Java.
6. Sleep like Rip Van Winkle, Sleeping Beauty, and Purdue combined.
5. Work on more excuses for why your homework is three weeks late
(ﬁrst the dog ate my laptop, then…).
4. Change your midterm grades so you can enjoy your break.
3. Sacriﬁce another calculator to the Mathematics gods so you may
understand DE for another year.
2. Go somewhere where the gender ratio is better. Anywhere.
1. Hit your parents up for money claiming you need it for mental
sanity, excessively large workloads, and a possible robotic
takeover. If done right, $100 should be a minimum.

Inside the Rose Thorn
James Zhou
Staff Writer
Economics Professors Speak Out Against Creativity
Declares: “We are not going to tolerate any attempts to change
the norm.”
Page 9
Everything Found to Cause Cancer
Living is described as an especially dangerous activity.
Page ℘
The Fighting Engineers Lost Our Homecoming Game
Please remind next year’s freshmen to use more powerful explosives.
Page E=mc2

Novell, who had previously been
attempting to detect a 50 femtosecond pulse’s effect on the
space-time continuum, was elated at the development. “We’ve
actually achieved a politi-bureaurocratic threshold event!” he
yelled distractedly as he rushed
to save and plot the data. “This
is a once-in-a-lifetime chance!”
he sputtered. “We rarely get administrators in the labs, and for
the ﬁrst time, we’ve had enough
to trigger a critical mass!”
One of the anonymous Navy
ofﬁcials was overheard discussing possible military applications
of the discovery, but before reporters could ask them to conﬁrm plans for a similar event in
the vicinity of Tehran, a special
forces team dropped in and ﬁrmly escorted everybody out of the
building. Remaining administrators report that research at Aleph
Park should continue within the
week, although plans for future
press conferences have been
canceled until further notice.

Wacky Prof Quotes
“If you don’t get the right
answer from Google before
this car hits you, you die!”
-- Prof. Mellor, motivating
his students
“Yes. I’m a hippy because I
didn’t like Reagan.”
-- Prof. Minster, a dirty
liberal socialist commie
“Get enough chimpanzees and
enough copiers then we can
probably come up with ‘The
Last Supper.’”
-- Prof. Livesay, on
photocopying the nethers
“He smiles before he vomits.
He likes it!”
-- Prof. Brophy, on a
masochistic student
“Last time, we did some S&M
in MOM.”
-- Prof. Stienstra, being
hardcore

“It occurred to me that living in
Terre Haute has dulled your
ability to feel.”
-- Prof. Minster, inspiring
students to read poetry
“You come to class - you don’t
know whether it’s going to
suck or really suck.”
-- Prof. Livesay, promoting
novelty
“The GOP shouldn’t be having
a grip on married moms in
the ﬁrst place.”
-- Prof. Casey, on political
indiscretions
“You like licorice? .... You’re a
pervert!”
-- Prof. Brophy, who knows
what he’s talking about
Send your prof quotes
or other humor material
to ﬂipside@rose-hulman.edu

From zero to power ballad in 4.7 seconds
Philip Becker
Staff Writer

During football this Sunday,
the ﬁrst few commercials featured Slash, former guitarist of
Guns’N’Roses. He was totally
rocking out and wailing on this
sexy black guitar. A quick camera
pan down the length of the cord
revealed his amp was not an amp
at all, but a new Volkswagen!
Using a car as an amp seemed
silly, and I fail to see how it would
sell cars. What’s the demographic of people who want to hook up
their electric guitars in their car?
Who are these people? Heaven
forbid you try to rock yourself
while driving! That’s nearly as
dangerous as the driver side having the recline lever. And I don’t
know about you, but personally I
would discourage my passengers
from being backseat rock stars.
Sure, everybody loves a good
guitar solo, but how many times
is your friend ready to explode a
legendary guitar solo while he’s
in your back seat?
Turns out the promo is that
you get the guitar to amp into
your car as part of the purchase.
That’s odd. That’s ridiculous.
That’s… pretty sweet! All of a
sudden my air conditioner seems
quaint. My power windows seem

archaic. And my sunroof? Useless, without an electric guitar
amped through my car stereo.
How does the sunroof tie into
this electric guitar? Obviously
I need to lay a brick on the gas
pedal, plant one foot in the passenger seat, and steer the car with
my other foot as I cruise down
Wabash wailing on my brand
new electric guitar! Bow-ee-owow! Oh, I can hear it now. Heads
will turn, pedestrians will throw
up the horns, and bikers will take
up wingmen positions just to
hear my glorious rocking!
Although, that sounds quite
dangerous to me. The accelerator/brick combo would only
worry my mother. However, I
have heard of this “hip” thing to
do called “ghost ridin’ the whip.”
Apparently all the cool kids are

jumping out of their “ﬂy” rides
while they dance along beside
them.
I suppose I could roll my new
Volkswagen onto the nearest
(most fast and furious) underground racing strip. Then blow
everyone’s mind as I “ghost
rock the whip.” I could do my
rocking guitar solos all the way
around my phantom-driven
car. I could even stand on the
hood for the big finale when I
let my sexy rocker hair fall and
throw my fist into the air with
triumph.
Although I really don’t have
sexy rocker hair. More tragically,
I have no musical talent whatsoever. I can’t even clap in time. I
don’t even think I could successfully rock an air guitar, much less
afford a new Volkswagen.

Filthy rich? Independently wealthy?
Revising your will to leave out those
ungrateful brats?

Consider contributing to the McKnuckleberry
Scholarship Fund for Humor Writers and Editors!
Accountant in Guam? Don’t worry! We take cash,
under-the-table, no questions asked!
Contact ﬂipside@rose-hulman.edu to start your
PHILANTHROPIC EXPERIENCE!

The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of the Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. It doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions.
I’ve had a lot of people asking about Hertz references. Be creative, people. Think lateral. Facts in “This Day in History” courtesy of historychannel.com. All material is copyright of its owner. Any unattributed material was created by Gregory Weir.

